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tions but, like larger museums, also organise concerts, often for the promotion of 
young musicians. In the case of Bach there are also two smaller memorial sites in 
the towns of Wechmar and Arnstadt in Thuringia. Franz Liszt is represented by 
museums in Weimar and Bayreuth, and Johannes Brahms by museums in Heide 
(Holstein), Lübeck, Hamburg and Baden-Baden (see Figure 11.2).

Strikingly, almost all museums and memorial sites devoted to musicians are 
located in Saxony, Saxony-Anhalt or Thuringia. This area has been a bastion of mu-
sic since the baroque era, beginning with Heinrich Schütz and Johann Sebastian 
Bach and continuing via Robert Schumann to Richard Wagner, to name only sever-
al very familiar figures. One reason may be that Leipzig emerged as the centre of 
music publishing in Germany during the 19th century. But several memorial sites 
or museums can be found in southern Germany, as witness the Mozart House in 
Augsburg, the Carl Orff Museum in Diessen (on Lake Ammersee) or the Richard 
Strauss Institute in Garmisch-Partenkirchen.

Among the most important museums for musical instruments are the Musi-
cal Instrument Museum at the State Institute of Musical Research (Berlin), the in-
strument collection in Germany’s Museum of Science and Technology (Deutsches 
Museum, Munich), the Musical Instrument Museum in Munich’s Municipal Mu-
seum (Stadtmuseum) and the collection of historical instruments in the German 
Mu seum of Cultural History (Germanisches Nationalmuseum) in Nuremberg, as 
well as the Museum of Musical Instruments in the Grassi Museum at Leipzig Uni-

Beethoven’s birth house in Bonn, now a museum, research centre, publishing house and recital hall
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versity. Even Markneukirchen, a leading centre of Germany’s musical instrument 
industry, has a museum of musical instruments. There are also museums devoted 
to a single instrument, such as the Bell Museum (Glockenmuseum) in Apolda, the 
Museum of Violin Making (Geigenbaumuseum) in Bubenreuth, the Trumpet Mu-
seum (Trompetenmuseum) in Bad Säckingen and the Gottfried Silbermann Mu-
seum in Frauenstein. Many cities also have museums for their local or regional 
musical life.

1 Its French and German names are, respectively, Association Internationale des Biblio-

thèques, Archives et Centres de Documentation Musicaux (AIBM) and Internationale 

Vereinigung der Musikbibliotheken, Musikarchive und Musikdokumentationszentren 

(IVMB).
2 Deposit copies of music prints from 1906 to 1945 are preserved in the Berlin State Library; 

music books and sheet music published in the former state of East Germany between 

1945 and 1990 are located in the German National Library.
3 Handbuch der Musikbibliotheken in Deutschand, ed. by the German chapter of the Inter-

national Association of Music Libraries, Archives and Music Documentation Centres 

(IAML) and the Deutsche Bibliotheksinstitut (DBI), rev. and enlarged 2nd edn. (Berlin, 

1998).
4 Forum Musikbibliothek: Beiträge und Informationen aus der musikbibliothekarischen Pra-

xis (Berlin, 1978-99; Weimar, 2000-).
5 Fontes Artis Musicae: Zeitschrift der Internationalen Vereinigung der Musikbibliotheken, 

Musikarchive und Musikinformationszentren (Kassel, 1951-92; Madison, WI, 1993-).
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